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	ANNUAL FALL YARD SALE !

OPEN HOUSE

BAKED GOODS TABLE

HOT DOGS & SODAS

SFAHS T-SHIRTS ON SALE

SPRING CITY – ROYERSFORD BOOK

Saturday, September 13th

9 a.m.   to   2 p.m.
    This is our third annual fall yard sale and open house.  We will have many yard sale items available as we plan to empty out the garage.  The museum will be open to

the public during this time.

       There will be many tasty items for sale at our bake table. Hotdogs, sodas and other lunch items will be on sale at the refreshment table.  All SFAHS T- Shirts will be on sale at a reduced special price.   We will also be selling the Spring City & Royersford Postcard History Book and Bill Brunner, the author will be on hand to sign your copy.  This book would make a great birthday or Christmas present and supplies are limited. 

      We are asking for donations of baked goods and 

 also good condition saleable items for the yard

 sale. (no clothing).  Drop off yard items anytime, or

 pick-up can be arranged by calling the office at-

 610-948-7127 and leaving a message.

               Your Support is greatly Appreciated


 Membership Meeting

Ken Reed Auction Company

    65 East Bridge Street 

           Spring City

         Wednesday 

  September 10th  2003    

            7:30 P.M.
Toll Houses & Toll   Roads 

       The guest speaker

for this evening will be Ray Waltz.  Ray, a local businessman and historian will do a slide presentation on local tollhouses and toll roads.  Ray is not a newcomer to the society, and many of us remember his excellent program on currency that he gave for us a few years ago. Plan on attending and help make this event a success.  Refreshments will be served following the presentation.

	    New Museum                                   

    Hours

 1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm to 3pm

 Tuesday   6:30pm to 8:30pm

 Monday         11am to 3pm

  Wednesday   11am to 3pm

  Friday            11am to 3pm


	 The President’s Column

     It seems like a very long time since our last newsletter so there is much to tell you in this edition.  Coming up on September 10th is our public meeting and program as described on the front page, then on Saturday the 13th is our annual Yard Sale, Bake Sale and Open House at the Museum. We hope and ask for your support for these two events as well as all of our future activities.

      Beginning in September we will be modifying our museum hours to include Fridays.  Please refer to the block at the bottom of this column for the new schedule.

      We would like to call your attention to some of our needs and let you know we could use some financial support for these projects.

 A new digital copier ($3000)

       We print our own newsletter saving us considerable printing costs.  


	Heat & Air Conditioning 2nd Floor of the Main House:

The cost to heat and air condition the second floor will be approximately $6000.  We currently have grant money of $3000 and have awarded a contract for this work to be done.

          Painting and Refinishing of
          the Main House:
The exterior of the main house needs to be refinished.  This project will involve power washing and scraping to strip loose the old paint. It will also require sealing and painting of all exterior walls, wood trim and porches.  To date we have received two estimates both exceeding $25.000.  We do not have the funds to begin this project and at the current time it remains on hold.

A last minute reminder to all our members-

We can use additional items for our yard sale but no clothes please. If you have any items to be picked up please call the museum at 610-948-7127 and leave a message.

Thank You

RW
	Oct 8th Trolley Program

I hope you enjoy this month’s featured story on the local trolley.  If you do you won’t want to miss our October program with guest speaker Stan Bowman.  Stan will be presenting a special program on local trolleys. 

    Acknowledgements

Sonia Kulp – Cardboard Advertising fan - Miller Chevrolet.

  Eva Jane Cuthbertson – Arrowhead found

      in cellar of a home built in 1885.

Elva Place Phillips -  Spring-Ford High Choral Records -1960, 62, 63, & 64.

Dot Miller –Clarence Jones ice skates used on the Mill pond and canal (1898 – 1902)

Leonard Young – Ten contract books (local 18) Diamond Glass, Royersford.

Sandra Wengert – Early 1900 dresses (Edna Davey).

Roland Gottshall – Photo of Royersford (4th & Main Street).

Ruth Ann Maxfield – Recipe book 1931 Bethel M.E. Church.

Donald Shaner – “The Handybook for Genealogists”.

Betty Jones – 35th Anniversary program (1937) Grace Lutheran Church, 3 medallions, 1 ring (Hannah Shakespeare). Rebecca Lodge, Air Force Badge.

Nora Tyson  - 3 Mounted photos by Lewis W. Horning.
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The Montgomery & Chester Electric Railway

The Montgomery & Chester Electric Railcar as shown above was more 
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affectionately referred to by most of the local riders as the old Spring City Trolley. The use of the word Montgomery was a bit misleading, as the line never did get over the river into Royersford.  Over the years there were many great plans for a trolley line in Northern Chester County.  In fact in 1893 the Phoenixville Electric Railway Company was formed but its plans to run a trolley to Spring City and Royersford failed.  Finally the idea became a reality on July 5th 1899 when the Montgomery and Chester Electric Railway Co. opened a trolley line from Spring City to Phoenixville.  From the beginning of the line they used both closed and open-air trolleys.  The Number 21 in the above photo was a Brill open-air trolley that was purchased in June of 1903.  This convertible model had double trucks, a deck roof, and eight bench seats. It measured 26 feet in length. The color scheme on these early cars is uncertain but in later years they were painted green with red window sashes.  

       The route started near the current day Flag House and went south on Main Street to Walnut Street. At Walnut Street you turned right and went up the steep hill to Wall Street.  The trolley barn was at Cedar and Walnut Streets and is pictured here to the right in this photo taken circa 1912.      

[image: image5.jpg]iv“" ~I & - A .'* .
*‘/u-‘»,w.‘?i’- T -

1*#“’ -3 “’-v-

, , froliey Barn at Cedar & Walnut Streets Spring City, Pa.

P
e




[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


At Wall Street the trolley turned left and went a short distance south to Pikeland Avenue where it turned to the right.  The hollow created by the Stony Run Creek was so deep that it required the building of a large trestle to enable the trolley tracks to cross it.  An old postcard view here to the right shows a view of this trestle.  The line reached the Schuylkill Road just above the Zion Lutheran Church and ran south parallel to the main highway all the way to the Pickering Valley RR Lines at Ironsides.  Ironsides was located just across the French creek on the Phoenixville side.  It was here that you got off of the trolley, walked across the tracks and transferred to another trolley to continue on your journey to Phoenixville.  It wasn’t until 1908, some nine years after service had begun that a bridge was erected across the railroad line eliminating the need to change trolleys. At that time you could continue your journey on Nutt road to Bridge Street and on down through the heart of the business section to Main Street where you turned right. 

There was a trolley barn in Phoenixville and it was located on Bridge Street.

[image: image8.jpg]Trolley Trestle near Pikeland Avenue Spring City, Pa.




The trolley company had it share of problems over the 25 years of its operation.  Over the years there were numerous accidents due mostly to the hilly terrain.  In the very beginning years the theft of wire was also a problem.  In those days the electric service to the wires was turned off at 11 PM and sometimes wire would disappear over night.  Back in 1900 it was reported that 700 feet of wire was stolen over night disrupting the morning service.  That problem seemed to go away when the power was left on.   The trolley operated on a 40 minute schedule.  According to the 1903 schedule printed in the Spring City Sun the first car out of Spring City in the morning left at 7:35 AM and was scheduled to arrive in Phoenixville at 8:13 AM.  

      I think back to that time and try to imagine what it might have been like if on one summer morning I went for a ride on the Spring City Trolley.  I was standing at the water pump on North Main Street when I heard the bell ring and the screeching sounds of the trolley as it came to a stop.  I got on the old open-air car and sat to the outside of the bench.  As we headed south on Main Street you could hear children playing and see the horse drawn carriages pass on either side of us as the trolley tracks were right in the middle of the road.  At one spot there was a clearing where you could see down to the canal.  As we passed by the bakery you could smell the aroma of fresh baked breads.  There were many sounds coming from the foundry and a couple of workers at the pattern house waved as we passed by.   We stopped at Main and Walnut where a large number of people boarded.  The old car was now full with standing room only.  The trip up the hill was slow but it was better than walking. The trip across the trestle was exciting to say the least.  The clickity clack of the rails on the wooden bridge and the height made it seem as if you were on a roller coaster going up hill.  We finally reached the Phoenix Road and I could see Zion Lutheran Church off to my right.  As we passed the church I could hear the sounds of a carousel in the distance.  The next stop was Bonnie Brae Amusement Park.  I think I will get off here and end my trolley ride and my daydreaming.
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In 1915 the great plan to cross the Schuylkill River to Royersford, on up to Linfield and then connect with Pottstown was still alive. In March of that year all of the grading and bridges required to extend the line to Pennhurst were completed.  All that was required was final permission to build the main bridge over the Schuylkill to Royersford. That approval was to come from the War Department but it never materialized.  By the beginning of the 1920’s business had deteriorated partly due to the competition of automobiles and partly due to the quality of service. The line, which was leased at that time, was turned over to Thomas O’Connell in 1922.  He was the president of the Phoenixville Valley Forge and Strafford Lines. His intentions were to rebuild the service.  On July 8th 1924 all of the best intentions came to rest at the bottom of Walnut Street. A runaway trolley (brake failure) derailed and demolished the vehicle of Oliver Place, a local resident. No one was killed that day but it was the last day for a trolley to run on the Montgomery and Chester Line.  The 25-year era of the trolley had come to an end.     

                                                                                                  Bill Brunner
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	   Montgomery & Chester Electric Railway Company

                  Winter Schedule in Effect Sunday, January 12, 1902

Weekdays

        Read Down                                              Stations                                                       Read Up

6 15

5 45

Leave Terminus,   Phoenixville . . . . . . . Arrive

  6 13

  6 43

6 18

5 48

  . . . Main Street and Washington Avenue . . .

  6 10

  6 40

6 20

5 50

               . . . WAITING ROOM . . . 

  6 08

  6 38

6 23

5 53

               . . . Buchanan and Bridge . . .

  6 05

  6 35

6 25

5 55

                   . . . Mason Street . . . 

  6 03

  6 33

6 27

5 57

                . . . Kimberton Road . . . 

  6 01

  6 31

6 28

5 58

Arrive  Ironsides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Leave

  6 00

  6 30

6 00

Leave Ironsides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arrive

  5 57

6 03

               . . . Emery’s Corner . . .

  5 54

6 05

                . . . Snyder Avenue . . .

  5 52

6 08

               . . . Gilbert’s Landing . . . 

  5 49

6 11

                 . . . Zion’s Church . . .

  5 46

6 14

                    . . . Quigley’s . . .

  5 44

6 16

                 . . . Phoenix Road . . .

  5 42

6 19

               . . . Main and Walnut . . .

  5 39

6 21

                 . . . Main and Hall . . .

  5 37

6 22

             . . . WAITING ROOM . . .

  5 36

6 23

Arrive Terminus,  Spring City. . . . . . . . . Leave

                                Last Car leaves the Phoenixville Terminus at 11:45 p.m.

                                   “   “   “   “             Spring City    “   “   “   “   11:35 p.m.
                              SUNDAYS—First car leaves Phoenixville Terminus 7:45 a.m.

                                                        “      “      “       Spring City    “        “    7:35 a.m.

                                       Time stops will not affect stops already advertised

                       WAYNE D. JONES,  Mgr.                                      DAVID BUCK, Supt.

	


	       Museum Hours

1st & 3rd Sunday  1 pm – 3 pm

Tuesdays  6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Mondays          11 am – 3 pm

Wednesdays    11 am – 3 pm

Fridays              11 am – 3 pm

and by appointment
	
	                              Board Members

                   Board of Directors meets monthly.

   Officers

           Robert Weikel, President     610-948-9709 

           Lee Wanner, Vice President    610-948-5657

           Robert Mull, Vice President   610-948-7320

           Robert Hollenbach, Treasurer   610-948-3934

           John Fischer, Assistant Treasurer   610-948-5172

           Joyce Brunner, Recording Secretary   610-948-7551

           Anne Tudor, Corresponding Secretary   610-495-7402

           Carolyn Fetteroff, Museum Director   610-948-8378


	                Meetings

The membership meets at 7:30 pm on the second Wednesday of:

       February

       May

       September

       October

       November

Membership meetings held at

     Ken Reed Auction Co.

     65 E. Bridge Street

     Spring City, Pa


	The Spring-Ford Area Historical Society is a non-profit                            corporation organized exclusively for charitable purposes 

within the meaning of section 501 c 3 of the U.S. Internal 

Revenue Code of 1954 as amended.

          -Contributions are tax deductible-
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Montgomery & Chester Electric Railway Company

Winter Schedule in Effect Sunday, January 12, 1902

Weekdays
Read Down Stations Read Up
615 545 Leave Terminus, Phoenixville....... Arrive | 613 643
618 548 . . . Main Street and Washington Avenue . . . 610 6 40
6 20 550 ... WAITING ROOM.. .. 6 08 638
623 553 . . . Buchanan and Bridge . . . 6 05 6 35
6 25 555 .. . Mason Street . . . 6 03 6 33
627 557 ... Kimberton Road . . . 601 631
6 28 558 Arrive Ironsides.................. Leave | 6 00 6 30
6 00 Leavelronsides.................... Arrive | 557
6 03 ... Emery’s Corner. . . 554
% 6 05 ... Snyder Avenue. . . 552 ;
g 5 6 08 ... Gilbert’s Landing . . . 549 E] S
. = (611 ... Zion’s Church . . . 546 s
% 5 6 14 ... Quigley’s . . . 544 | B 5
> & [616 ... Phoenix Road . . 542 | 7 %
= 1619 ... Main and Walnut . . . 539 = %
% 1621 ...Mainand Hall . . . 537 | — %
— 622 ... WAITING ROOM.. .. 536 —
6 23 Arrive Terminus, Spring City......... Leave

Last Car leaves the Phoenixville Terminus at 11:45 p.m.
[T T I T 1 Spring City 6 6 6 ¢ 11:35 p.m.
SUNDAYS—First car leaves Phoenixville Terminus 7:45 a.m.
“ « “  Spring City “ “ 7:35 am.

Time stops will not affect stops already advertised

WAYNE D. JONES, Mgr. DAVID BUCK, Supt.




Spring-Ford Area Historical Society

         
    P.O. Box 312 Royersford, Pa. 19468







